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INTRODUCTION
1. Necessity
Da Nang city is a large urban area of the Central and Central Highlands regions. Besides advantages for developing industry, trade and services, the city has much potential in developing the fisheries economy. Da Nang has a coastline of over 70 km, deep-water bays and estuaries, and an exclusive fishing area of about 15,000 km2. With the potential for natural resources and abundant aquatic resources, Da Nang has the conditions to develop the fisheries industry, which is also a long-standing traditional industry of the locality.
Recently, Da Nang's seafood industry has developed strongly. Da Nang's seafood enterprises were initially established as state-owned enterprises and cooperatives, but have now developed diversely with the participation of many different economic sectors. The products of enterprises are increasingly diverse and are present in all domestic and international markets. Da Nang's seafood enterprises have continuously grown and improved their competitiveness.
However, in reality, businesses operating in Da Nang's seafood industry are mainly small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). During their development process, SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city have improved their competitiveness and increased added value in the domestic and export seafood supply chain. In addition, these enterprises still have limitations such as: lack of resources for development, lack of capital and difficulty accessing official capital sources, many business risks, lack of market information, and quality standards. labor, lack of management experience, etc.… These are also some of the reasons leading to the low competitiveness of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city. The problem to develop the seafood industry in Da Nang city and improve the competitiveness of SMEs in the seafood industry in the city is to build and implement highly scientific and practical solutions. From there, solving the above causes creates conditions and environments to improve and enhance the competitive capacity of businesses.
On the other hand, according to the research of graduate students, the issue of improving competitive capacity in general and improving competitive capacity for enterprises in one industry in particular has been mentioned, analyzed and published by many research projects. However, the theoretical issue of the competitive capacity of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in a locality with specific characteristics and conditions such as Da Nang city is still quite modest and needs to be supplemented and improved.
From the above reasons, the PhD student chose the topic "Competitive capacity of small and medium - sized enterprises in aquaculture industry in Da Nang city" as his doctoral thesis topic.
2. Research goals and tasks
2.1. Objectives of the study
Research scientific arguments to propose solutions to improve the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city.
2.2. Research mission
[bookmark: _GoBack]The tasks of the thesis are: (1) Systematize and clarify the theoretical basis and establish a theoretical framework on the competitive capacity of SMEs in the fisheries sector in Da Nang city; (2) Analyze and evaluate the current state of the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city; (3) Propose viewpoints, orientations and solutions to improve the competitiveness of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city by 2030.
3. Subject and scope of thesis research
- Research object: Theoretical and practical issues on the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in the city. Danang;
- Scope of research: (1) Regarding research time: Period 2017 - 2021, and proposed solutions until 2030; (2) About space: City. Da Nang, Khanh Hoa province and the whole country; (3) Regarding content: Focus on assessing the current state of competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city.
4. Research method of the thesis
The thesis uses a combination of the following methods: System method; analytical methods; integrated approach; inductive method; method of comparison and contrast; Statistical methods; survey methods; professional solution.
5. New scientific contributions of the thesis
Some new contributions of the thesis are as follows: First, systematize and clarify a number of theoretical issues, determine the theoretical framework for assessing the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry on the basis of constituent elements on the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in the city. Danang; Second, draw out the successes, shortcomings, and limitations of the current state of competitive capacity of SMEs in the fisheries sector in the city. Da Nang and give the causes of those shortcomings and limitations; Third, propose a system of viewpoints, orientations and solutions, feasible recommendations to improve the competitiveness of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city by 2030.



6. Structure of the thesis
In addition to the introduction, conclusion, list of references and appendices, the content of the thesis is structured into four chapters as follows:
- Chapter 1: Overview of research works related to the thesis topic;
- Chapter 2: Some theoretical issues about the competitive capacity of SMEs in the fisheries sector;
- Chapter 3: Current status of competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in the city. Danang;
- Chapter 4: Directions and solutions to improve the competitiveness of SMEs in the fisheries industry in the city Da Nang by 2030.

CHAPTER 1:
OVERVIEW OF RESEARCH WORKS RELATED TO THE THESIS TOPIC
1.1. Overview of research situation
1.1.1. Domestic research projects
Domestically, related to the issue of competitiveness of SMEs, there are the following typical works: Le Manh Hung (2022), "Improving competitiveness for small and medium-sized enterprises in Vietnam", Industry and Trade Magazine No. July 2022; Dang Minh Luan (2021), Research on factors affecting the competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises in Binh Duong province¸ Industry and Trade Magazine, No. 17, July 2021; Phan Thi Van Anh (2020), Solutions to improve the competitiveness of businesses in integration, Financial Magazine Term 1 - June 2020; Nguyen Thi Le, Huynh Thanh Nha, Nguyen Thien Phong (2019); Research on factors affecting the competitiveness of seafood enterprises in the Mekong Delta, Volume 55, Number 6B - Can Tho University Science Magazine; Pham Thu Huong (2017), "Competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises, research in Hanoi city", Doctoral thesis in economics; Nguyen Thanh Long (2016), "Research on factors affecting the competitiveness of Ben Tre tourism enterprises", Doctoral thesis in economics; Nguyen Duy Hung (2016), "Improving the competitiveness of Vietnamese securities companies", Doctoral thesis in economics; Hoang Nguyen Khai (2016), "Improving the competitiveness of Joint Stock Commercial Banks for Foreign Trade", Doctoral thesis in economics; Tran Thi Thanh Tam (2015), "Solutions to improve operational efficiency for small and medium-sized enterprises", Finance Magazine, December 2nd issue; Nguyen Trung Hieu (2014), "Improving the competitiveness of retail distribution enterprises in Hai Phong city", Doctoral thesis in economics; Le Thi Hang (2013), "Improving competitiveness in providing mobile information services of Vietnamese telecommunications companies", Doctoral thesis in economics; Bui Duc Tuan (2011), "Improving the competitiveness of Vietnam's seafood processing industry", Doctoral thesis in Economics; Vo Thi Thuy Anh, Dang Huu Man (2010), Strengthening the competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises in Da Nang city, Banking Magazine, No. 24/2010; Vo Thi Hong Lan (2008), Improving the competitiveness of Vietnam's seafood exports in the context of joining the WTO, Doctoral thesis in economics; Nguyen Thi Thu Huong (2008), "Developing the export-oriented seafood processing industry in Da Nang", Doctoral thesis in economics; Vo Hoan Hai (2023), "Aquaculture development in Khanh Hoa province", Doctoral thesis in economics.
1.1.2. Overseas research projects
Abroad, research works related to the thesis topic can be mentioned as: - Michael E Porter (1979), "How competitive force shapes strategy - how competitive pressures shape strategy, Harvard Business Review; Michael E Porter (1985), “Competitive Advantage: Creating and Sustaining Superior Performance”; Michael E Porter (1990), “The advantage competitiveness of Nations”, Harvard Business School Press; Ajitabh Ambastha, K. Momaya (2004), “Competitiveness of firms: review of theories, frameworks, and models” - Competitiveness of firms: review of theories, frameworks and models, Singapore Management Review, January first; Thompson, Strickland and Gamble (2007), “Crafting and Executing Strategy: The Quest for Competitive Advantage: Concepts and Cases”, McGraw- Hill Irwin Publisher, New York; Chandra and Sastry (1998), “Competitiveness of Indian Manufacturing: Findings of the 1997 Manufacturing Futures Survey”, Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad, Research and Publication Department; Ho (2005), “Corporate Governance and Corporate Competitiveness: An international analysis, Corporate Governance An International Review; Sauka (2015), “Shadow Economy in the Construction Industry in Latvia, 2015-2016”, Project: Productive and Unproductive Entrepreneurship; Eve D. Rosenzweig, Aleda V. Roth, James W. Dean Jr (2003), The influence of an integrated strategy on competitive capabilities and business performance: An exploratory study of consumer products manufacturers, Journal of Operations Management; G.Gurkan Inan & Umit S.Bititci (2015), “Understanding Organizational Capabilities and Dynamic Capabilities in the Context of Micro Enterprises: A Research Agenda”; Vijaya Sunder, Ganesh & Rahul Marathe (2018), “A morphological analysis of research literature on Lean Six Sigma for services”, International Journal of Operations & Production Management;
1.3. Evaluation of the research situation
1.3.1. Thesis issues can be inherited and developed
Advantages: (1) Theoretically, the above research projects have generalized a number of theoretical issues that the thesis may inherit; (2) In terms of practice, a number of works have summarized and evaluated the current state of competitiveness of Vietnamese enterprises operating in a number of industries. These assessments will be used by the thesis to analyze and compare in the process of researching the current situation of TLCT of SMEs in the seafood industry in the city. Danang; (3) In terms of solutions and recommendations, in a number of related research projects, solutions and recommendations have been proposed to improve the Competitiveness of the group of enterprises under research and the thesis can be refined, applied in the process of proposing solutions to improve competitiveness for SMEs in the seafood industry in the city. Danang;
1.3.2. Issues related to the thesis topic have not been thoroughly resolved or have not been raised in published research works.
The thesis has clearly pointed out issues related to the thesis topic that have not been resolved in published works in 03 aspects: theory; practice and recommended solutions.
1.3.3. Thesis research gap
The research gap for the thesis is identified as: (1) Systematize, supplement and clarify the theoretical basis and establish a theoretical framework on improving the competitive capacity of SMEs in the fisheries sector in a locality. direction; (2) Analyze and evaluate the constitutive elements and factors affecting the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang City; (3) Establish a system of viewpoints, orientations and solutions to improve the renewable energy of SMEs in the fisheries sector in Da Nang City.

CHAPTER 2:
SOME THEORETICAL ISSUES ABOUT THE COMPETITIVE ENERGY OF SMEs IN THE FISHERY INDUSTRY
2.1. Concept of Competitive Competency of SMEs in the seafood industry
2.1.1. SMEs concept
- Concept of enterprise: In a market economy, an enterprise is understood as an economic organization with legal status organized to carry out public activities or earn profits. According to the Vietnamese Enterprise Law Current South: an enterprise is an economic organization, with its own name, its own assets, and a stable transaction office that is registered as a business in accordance with the law for the purpose of carrying out business activities. 
- Concept of SMEs: SMEs are production and business establishments with legal status, regardless of economic sector, with a scale of capital or labor that satisfies the Government's regulations for each industry. corresponding to each period of economic development.
- Concept of SMEs in the fisheries sector: Based on the concepts, characteristics and criteria for determining SMEs, the thesis proposes the concept of small and medium-sized enterprises in the fisheries sector as follows: Small and medium-sized enterprises in the fisheries sector are Enterprises operating in the seafood industry have an average annual number of employees participating in social insurance of 200 people or less and have a total capital of the year of 100 billion VND or less or total revenue of the year of 200 billion VND or less down.
2.1.2. Concept of Competitive Competency of SMEs
- Concept of competition: Competition is an economic process in which economic entities compete to dominate the market, win customers and favorable conditions in their production and business activities. The essence of competition is the struggle for economic benefits between entities participating in the market.
- Concept of competitive capacity of an enterprise: Competitive capacity of an enterprise is the ability of an enterprise to cope with competitors in order to maintain and enhance the value of the enterprise for stakeholders.
- Concept of Competitive Competency of SMEs in the seafood industry: Competitiveness of SMEs in the seafood industry is the ability to maintain and enhance competitive advantage in consuming products, expanding consumption networks, attracting and using effectively use the production factors of the fisheries industry to achieve high economic efficiency and sustainability of the fisheries industry. It is the exploitation and use of internal and external strengths and advantages to create attractive products and services for customers to survive and develop, gain increasing profits and improve position, compared to competitors in the seafood market.
2.1.3. Elements that constitute the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry
Competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry has the following basic components: Financial resources; Human resources; Trademarks, trademarks; Level of organization, management and administration of production and business of the enterprise; Market research and marketing activities; Technical facilities and technology.
[bookmark: _Toc137978948][bookmark: _Hlk148332188][bookmark: _Toc137978956]2.2. The role and factors affecting the competitive capacity of fisheries enterprises
2.2.1. The role of improving the competitive capacity of small and medium enterprises in the seafood industry
Some key roles are identified as follows: First, improving the competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry contributes to expanding market share and increasing the ability to dominate the consumer market. Second, improving the competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry contributes to improving production and business efficiency of enterprises. Third, improving the competitiveness of SMEs in the seafood industry contributes to attracting investment, improving the industry's management level and labor quality. Fourth, improving the competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry contributes to improving the capacity of businesses to fully and seriously implement policies and laws on environmental protection.
2.2.2. Factors affecting the improvement of competitive capacity of small and medium enterprises in the seafood industry
There are two groups of factors that affect the improvement of the competitive capacity of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry: the group of national competitive advantage factors and the group of international factors.
2.3. Method of analyzing and evaluating the competitiveness of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city
To evaluate the competitiveness of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang City, the thesis uses a combination of two main methods
To evaluate the competitive capacity of small and medium-sized seafood enterprises in Da Nang City, the thesis uses a combination of two main methods:
One is: Michael Porter's diamond model, which focuses on the main factors: (1) Financial resources of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry; (2) Human resources of small and medium enterprises in the seafood industry; (3) Trademarks and trademarks of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry; (4) Level of organization, management, and production and business operations of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry; (5) Market research and marketing activities of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry; (6) Technical and technological facilities of small and medium-sized enterprises in the fisheries sector.
Second: Using the SWOT matrix, on the basis of analyzing and evaluating the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and challenges of small and medium enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang city, the thesis proposes solutions to Improve the competitiveness of these businesses by 2030. 

CHAPTER 3:
CURRENT SITUATION OF COMPETITIVE RESOURCES OF SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES IN FISHERY INDUSTRY IN DA NANG CITY
3.1. General overview of the city's seafood industry Danang
3.1.1. Natural, economic and social conditions of Da Nang 
- Natural condition.
Da Nang is located at 15o55' to 16o14' north latitude, 107o18' to 108o20' east longitude, to the north it borders Thua Thien Hue, to the southwest it borders Quang Nam province, to the east it borders the East Sea, about 764 km from Hanoi capital. North, 964km south of Ho Chi Minh City. The city's natural area is 1,284.88 km2, is the 4th largest city in Vietnam, has a strategic location in the Central region of our country and is one of 5 centrally run cities.
- Social and economic conditions
During the period 2011 - 2020, the total social product in the area of Da Nang city (GRDP at 2010 constant prices) grew on average at 6.4%/year. The industry - construction and service sectors are two areas with high growth rates. Average income per capita has increased over the years.
3.1.2. Overview of Da Nang City's fisheries industry
The thesis has provided a general overview of the city's fisheries industry. Da Nang in terms of: Exploitation, processing, export and fisheries logistics services.
3.2. The current situation of competitive capacity of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang City
3.2.1. Financial resources of small and medium enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang City
In the period 2017 - 2021, domestic capital still plays the leading role in investment in the seafood industry of Da Nang City (accounting for 83.56%). The proportion of budget capital invested in fisheries is low, accounting for more than 12%, preferential credit capital invested in the city's fisheries industry is only over 30%, of which medium and long-term capital is little, the remaining is short-term capital with high interest rates. Very few businesses borrow capital to invest in technological innovation. Regarding investment by sector, businesses invest significantly in the fields of aquaculture, processing and exploitation of aquatic products. However, this investment is still very small because investment capital is still limited.
3.2.2. Human resources of small and medium enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang city
Currently, the city has about 20,000 in the seafood industry. The rate of workers with a college degree or higher in small and medium enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang city ranges from 0.5% to 1% and has large fluctuations. Employees in small and medium enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang average less than 300 people/enterprise.
3.2.3. Building and developing brands and brands of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang city
Da Nang City has issued resolutions and concretized them into action programs to build and develop brands and quality standards for some of the city's key seafood products for consumption. Domestically and export, meeting the requirements for quality, design and specifications of aquatic products of importing countries.
3.2.4. Qualification of organizing, managing and operating production and business activities of small and medium enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang city
Small and medium enterprises in the seafood industry in the city. Da Nang has increased investment and applied models of organizing and managing production and business activities in a flexible, modern and effective manner. Small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry have also proactively researched software usage instructions and learned about the functions and services provided related to the needs of organizing, managing and operating operations. manufacturing business.
3.2.5. Market research and marketing activities of SMEs in the seafood industry in the city. Danang
To develop sustainably in the international market, small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in the city. In recent times, Da Nang has focused on improving research activities, market forecasts, and enhancing trade promotion activities to increase consumption in the domestic market and promote exports. However, for export activities, technical barriers from importing countries are becoming more and more stringent, pushing small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry of Da Nang into a more difficult situation. compete.
3.2.6. Technical and technological facilities of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in Danang
- In seafood fishing, recently, the level of seafood exploitation technology of Da Nang fishermen has changed in a positive direction. In addition to improving domestic trawl, gillnet, and purse seine fisheries, fishing activities were improved and introduced to suit the conditions of Vietnam's fishing grounds in general.
- Technology level in aquaculture, SMEs in the seafood industry in the city. Da Nang has applied science and technology to aquaculture, bringing high economic efficiency. From a self-sufficient, small-scale production with few farming subjects, Science and Technology has helped the aquaculture industry in Da Nang create a large volume of goods that ensure quality, food safety, and diversity. diverse in types and partly meet the needs of processing enterprises in the area.
- Technology level in seafood processing, seafood processing SMEs in the city. Da Nang has proactively applied and developed quality management standards according to international standards. However, most of the aquatic products exported by seafood SMEs in Da Nang City are in Block form (raw form) of inconsistent quality, not ensuring the necessary level of hygiene and safety that markets require. High demand demands.
3.3. Current status of policies to improve competitive capacity for SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city
3.3.1. SME development policy
At the Central level, central agencies have issued many policies to support the development of SMEs. The Government has issued many resolutions to meet the practical requirements set by SMEs. The implementation of the Government's Resolutions has simplified and reduced business conditions, created a favourable, equal and transparent business environment for all economic sectors, and helped develop SMEs.
In 2017, the National Assembly issued the Law on Support for Small and Medium Enterprises, effective from January 1, 2018, with a series of regulations aimed at supporting small and medium enterprises, creating an important step forward. important in completing policies to actively support small and medium-sized enterprises to develop strongly. In addition, Decrees guide the implementation of this Law
In Da Nang, the Da Nang government has been developing many different policies to support businesses in general and small and medium enterprises in particular. Accordingly, Da Nang's Departments, Committees and Sectors are developing 15 business support policies that have been approved by the City People's Council and People's Committee such as: Policies to support businesses in technological innovation, startups innovative businesses, trade promotion support policies, information technology development policies...
In general, the policy environment for developing as well as improving the competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises in Da Nang City is good, the scope of support for small and medium-sized enterprises is comprehensive and sufficient.
3.3.2. Fisheries industry development policy
The seafood production industry in general is considered a spearhead in Vietnam's economic development. To develop the fisheries industry, the state has issued many policies on investment, tax incentives, credit, insurance, training, to encourage the development of Vietnam's fisheries industry.
Da Nang City has issued many policies and solutions aimed at developing the fisheries industry such as: supporting training in converting fishing occupations, modernizing marine fisheries management, applying science and advanced technology in exploiting, preserving, and processing aquatic products, etc. The implementation of policies to support fisheries development has resolved the difficulties of fishermen in the need to build and upgrade fishing boats and equipment for exploitation and preservation of products. Create conditions for the development of a new offshore fleet, fully equipped with modern machinery and technological equipment, ensuring communication; create favorable conditions for fishermen to develop the marine economy in combination with performing national defense and security tasks at sea. The structure and structure of ships and boats have been transformed in the direction of upgrading and modernizing the fishery. Along the coast, Da Nang has developed a large commodity seafood processing industry, playing a key role in leading and developing the seafood production chain towards increasing added value and steady development. Complete the fisheries service infrastructure towards forming a major career center of the country.
It can be said that in recent times, the fishery industry development policy of the Government and Da Nang has contributed to improving the production capacity of medium enterprises and small seafood industries, thereby contributing to improving the competitiveness of the country these businesses.
3.4. General assessment of the competitive energy of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang City in the period of 2017 - 2021
3.4.1. These achievements
Activities to improve competitiveness for small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang City have recently achieved the following main results: (1) The level of investment in Da Nang's seafood industry has increased. increased significantly; (2) Medium enterprises and small fisheries industry have increased investment in training, retraining and improving human resources of medium enterprises and small seafood industry of Da Nang; (3) Small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang City have initially had the idea of building and developing brands and labels for their products; (4) Small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang City have paid attention and invested in applying science and technology to production and business activities to reduce costs, improve productivity, quality and efficiency production and business activities, making an important contribution to improving the competitiveness of seafood products and enterprises and ensuring food safety; (5) Market research and marketing activities of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang city have achieved worthy results; (6) Small and medium-sized enterprises in Da Nang seafood industry have actively invested in applying new technology to production and business, thereby improving productivity, quality, meeting requirements, and creating more strengthen the competitiveness and reputation of Da Nang's seafood products not only in the domestic market but also in export markets.
3.4.2. These exist, limit and cause
- Things that exist have limits
Some regime limitations that can be mentioned are: (1) In general, the production scale of small and medium enterprises in the fisheries sector in Da Nang City is very small. Calling for foreign direct investment into Da Nang in the seafood processing industry is still very limited; (2) The labor force at sea is increasingly scarce, most of the labor force has not yet passed through; (3) Brand building for small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang City is also facing many difficulties; (4) The level of organization, management, and production and business operations of small and medium-sized enterprises in Da Nang City is still limited; (5) The trade promotion network of Da Nang's seafood industry recently has only developed in breadth but not in depth; (6) The application of technological advances and techniques in the field of aquatic exploitation, especially in product preservation and reducing post-harvest losses of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang It has gradually improved, but it is still slow and cannot meet development needs.
- Causes of existence and limitations
Some of the main reasons leading to the above existence and limitations are: (1) The concretization of the State's policy, policies and laws for the development of the fisheries industry in Da Nang city is difficult; (2) Da Nang City's seafood industry has not met the requirements in terms of farming technology, farmers are not proactive about production materials, and there are violations in the use of banned drugs and chemicals in aquaculture. production is still quite common; (3) The structure of seafood products in general and seafood exports in particular in Da Nang is simple, still mainly focusing on a number of processed products with little added value, with few product types. there is innovation; (4) Aquatic products are exported through many intermediaries, so export prices are very low, depending too much on competitive price factors; (4) Forecasting domestic and foreign consumption markets of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang City is still very limited; (5) Lack of connection in the seafood supply chain; (6) Calling for foreign direct investment in Da Nang's seafood industry is still very limited; (7) Inadequacies in modern business culture and unhealthy competition among the city's seafood processing enterprises. Lack of adequate attention and proper investment in advertising, export promotion and market expansion activities. There are still many inadequacies in food safety control and origin traceability.
3.4.3. Issues raised for enhancing competitiveness for SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city
The problem posed for enhancing competitiveness for SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city in the coming time is: (1) It is necessary to continue to have solutions to improve supply capacity and quality of aquatic breeds; (2) Reorganizing production and consumption towards linkages between stages of production, processing and consumption along the supply chain; (3) Increasing investment in aquaculture technology according to Viet Gap and Global Gap standards; (4) Increasing investment in science and technology to reduce post-harvest losses, save costs and reduce product price; (5) Strengthening the organization, management and administration of production and business activities; (6) Investing in research activities, upgrade equipment, in science and technology; (7) Improving the competitiveness of products and SMEs in the Da Nang seafood industry to overcome international trade barriers. Improving capacity and effectiveness of trade promotion activities; (8) Building and promoting the seafood brand of Da Nang enterprises, forming and developing into a national seafood brand; (9) Completing the planning of aquaculture, production, processing, consumption and export of seafood in Da Nang; (10) There are solutions to encourage the development of supporting industries for the seafood processing industry.

CHAPTER 4:
DIRECTIONS AND SOLUTIONS TO IMPROVE THE COMPETITIVE COMPETENCE OF SMEs IN THE FISHERY INDUSTRY IN DA NANG CITY BY 2030
4.1. Domestic and international contexts affect the competitiveness of SMEs in the Da Nang seafood industry
4.1.1. International context
The international context has the following notable points: First, sustainable development has become a trend in the world; Second, climate change can have many effects on ecosystems, which are important factors for seafood production; Third, the 4.0 Industrial Revolution has been transforming the structure of the economy in general and the fisheries industry in particular; Fourth, changes in the global seafood value supply chain have changed the structure and structure of the seafood industry; Fifth, risky political, socio-economic, natural and environmental events are increasing, becoming complex and unpredictable.
4.1.2. Domestic context
The domestic context has the following notable points: First, the competitiveness of the country's economy has been increased and the autonomy of the economy has improved. Second, in the coming period, the country's economic and trade development in general and fisheries in particular in the post-Covid context will face new opportunities; Third, the results of continued international economic integration will make positive contributions to the development of the fisheries industry of Vietnam in general and of Da Nang.
4.1.3. SWOT analysis on the competitiveness of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city
PhD students build a SWOT model to summarize the strengths and weaknesses (internal factors) that form the competitive capabilities of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang City. At the same time, the model also identifies opportunities and challenges (from external factors) affecting the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang City. Through re-evaluating internal and external factors, the SWOT model allows for a scientific and systematic arrangement of solutions to maximize the competitiveness of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city. That is the basis for building solutions to improve the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city.
4.2. Perspectives and orientations to improve the competitiveness of SMEs in the city's seafood industry Danang
4.2.1. Opinion
- Improving the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang City is aimed at building the fisheries industry into a key economic sector of the city;
- Improving the competitive capacity of SMEs in the fisheries sector in Da Nang City must be placed in relationship with the competitive capacity of SMEs in other economic sectors of the city;
- Improving the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang City is associated with maximizing the city's natural and social advantages;
- Improving the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang City must serve the task of economic development, restructuring the city's economy, and improving the competitiveness of the city's economy.
4.1.2. Orientation
Firstly, improving the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang City is a comprehensive process to create positive changes in the factors that determine the competitive advantage of SMEs operating in the city's fisheries industry. Danang.
Second, improving the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang City needs to focus on encouraging and promoting the initiative of SMEs operating in the city's fisheries industry in improving their own competitiveness.
Third, improving the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang City is to increase the added value in the value chain of exported aquatic products.
Fourth, improving the competitiveness of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city needs to be associated with the 4.0 Industrial Revolution.
4.3. Some solutions to improve the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang City by 2030
4.3.1. Solution group for SMEs in the seafood industry
For SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang City, the following solutions are needed: (1) Developing raw material sources for production and processing; (2) Reduce the cost of aquatic products to improve competitiveness; (3) Improve product quality, restructure aquatic products; (4) Expand export markets of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city; (5) Human resource development; (6) Attract investment capital; (7) Increase investment in science and technology.
4.3.2. Solution group for the state
The State needs to implement the following solutions: (1) Reform administrative procedures; (2) Implement measures to support investment capital; (3) Implement export support measures; (4) Solutions to support information and market development; (5) Organize production, focus on processing and preservation to flexibly adapt to the epidemic context in Da Nang's seafood industry; (6) Support tax and credit policies for seafood production, processing, preservation and export sectors; (7) Focus on solving difficulties, facilitating customs clearance, and developing logistics infrastructure; (8) Comprehensively promote domestic seafood consumption; (9) Other solutions such as: Developing human resources for the fisheries industry and developing technology in the fisheries industry.
4.3.3. Solution for associations
On the association's side, the following solutions need to be implemented: (1) Strengthen linkages and support for SMEs operating in the seafood industry in the city; (2) Promote the role in gathering proposals from and making recommendations to competent agencies to remove problems of small and medium enterprises in the seafood industry in the area; (3) Develop and identify directions for linkages, joint ventures and cooperation in the production and consumption of products on a voluntary basis by small and medium enterprises into aquaculture; (3) VASEP and the Association of SMEs in the seafood industry need to make more efforts to support SMEs in training and fostering human resources, especially training on corporate governance, marketing, and negotiation skills. 

CONCLUDE
The issue of improving competitiveness for SMEs in the fisheries sector in Da Nang City is quite a new issue due to the characteristics of the fisheries industry in Da Nang city as well as that of SMEs. In an effort to find answers to the problem of improving the competitiveness of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang city, a doctoral thesis in economics with the topic "Competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises in the seafood industry in Da Nang city” has achieved the following main results:
Firstly, systematize theory and supplement theory on improving competitive capacity for SMEs in the fisheries industry;
Second, on the basis of theoretical research on competitive capacity, the thesis has built an analytical framework and selected appropriate analysis methods to analyze and evaluate the competitive capacity of SMEs in the seafood industry in Da Nang City.
Third, by using determined research methods, the thesis evaluates the competitive capacity of SMEs in the fisheries sector in Da Nang City, draws out successful points, limitations and finds some the main reason that limits the competitive capacity of these enterprises.
Fourth, the thesis provides perspectives, directions and proposes three groups of solutions to improve the competitive capacity of SMEs in the fisheries sector in Da Nang City.
Carrying out a doctoral thesis with this topic, the graduate student wishes to contribute his intelligence to the development of SMEs in the fisheries industry in Da Nang City. However, due to limitations in research time, research conditions as well as research ability, graduate students would like to receive comments from teachers and scientists to complete the thesis.
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