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INTRODUCTION
1. Rationale
[bookmark: _Toc101421570]Over the past years, certain successes in state management of imported alcohol and spirit of Vietnam has been achieved. However, there have been many problems, weaknesses in state management of Vietnam of imported alcohol and spirit trading business to be addressed. In terms of theory, research work in general, or research on state management of other socio-economic fields has been conducted by many researchers and scholars. However, there has been very little research on state management of imported sprit trading business. As a result, there has been a significant gap in identifying theoretical issues related to, securing comprehensive and effective assessment of the current situation of state management of imported sprit trading business and proposing effective solutions to improve the capacity for state management of the imported alcohol and spirit trading business. 
These are the underlined grounds for choosing the topic of “State management of the imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam” as the topic of doctoral thesis.
[bookmark: _Toc132122506]2. Research objectives and research mission
2.1. Research objectives
[bookmark: _Toc101421572]Clarifying theoretical issues on state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business, analyzing and assessing the current status of the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam. Propose solutions to improve the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam.
2.2. Research mission
[bookmark: _Toc132122507]On the basis of the above research objectives, the main research mission of the thesis are determined as: to conduct systematic research to clarify the theoretical basis of state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business; to research the experience of state management for imported wine business of some countries in the world and lessons learned for Vietnam; to conduct research, analyze and assess the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam; to develop orientations and solutions to improve the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam until …
3. Research subjects and scope
[bookmark: _Toc101421574]3.1. Research subjects
[bookmark: _Toc101421575]The research subjects of the thesis include: (1) Scientific perspectives and theories on state management in general, state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in particular; (2) Actual state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business.
3.2. Research scope
Content: the thesis focuses on the study of the key issues of state management activities for imported alcohol and spirit trading business including policies and legislation on management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business; organization  and performance of the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business; inspectation, examination and handling violations of the law on management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business.
Time period: the research will focus on the current status of state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam in the period of 2013-2021
Spacial scope: Research will be conducted within  the territory of Vietnam. In addition, the thesis also explores the experience of managing imported alcohol and spirit trading business of some countries in the world.
[bookmark: _Toc132122508][bookmark: _Toc101421576]4. Research Methodologies
throughout all the Chapters of the research, the following research methodologies are employed: methodologis of Marxism - Leninism, Ho Chi Minh idiology, dialectical materialism and historical materialism. The specific methods employed are: systematic method, analytical method, synthesis method, inductive method, comparative method, comparative method, statistical method, expert method.
[bookmark: _Toc132122509][bookmark: _Toc101421579]5. New findings of the thesis
- First, address some theoretical issues on state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business;
- Second, draw out the success stories identify the shortcomings and limitations in the management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam the causes of those inadequacies and limitations.
- Third, propose of the effective solutions to improve the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam in the future. These solutions are built on the basis of scientific arguments that are deeply explained in theory and practice.
[bookmark: _Toc101421580][bookmark: _Toc132122510]6. Theoretical and practical contributions of the thesis
[bookmark: _Toc101421581]6.1. Theoretical contribution
The research helps contribute to clarifying the concept, content and factors affecting the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business suitable with socio-economic conditions and development environment of Vietnam. The issues mentioned and solved contribute to the analysis of the scientific basis in proposing solutions to strengthen the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam.
[bookmark: _Toc101421582]6.2. Practical contribution
The research results of can be used as a reference, training, teaching, learning and research purposes related to state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Viet Nam. The results are also used as a reference for management agencies from the central to local level to propose solutions to improve and strengthen state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business.
[bookmark: _Toc101421583][bookmark: _Toc132122511]7. Thesis structure
In addition to the introduction, conclusion, list of references and appendices, the main contents of the thesis are presented in the following 4 chapters:
- Chapter 1: Overview of literature review;
- Chapter 2: Theoretical basis and international experience on state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business;
- Chapter 3: The current status of state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam
 - Chapter 4: Solutions to improve state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam
[bookmark: _Toc132122512]CHAPTER 1:
[bookmark: _Toc132122514][bookmark: _Toc101421586]LITERATURE REVIEW
1.1. Literature review
[bookmark: _Toc101421587][bookmark: _Toc132122515]1.1.1. Existing Research studies conducted abroad
[bookmark: _Toc101421589][bookmark: _Toc132122516]There have been quite a number of studies abroad on state management of alcohol and spirit trading business in general and imported alcohol and spirit trading business, , namely: Analysis and Forecasts of the Demand for Imported alcohol and spirit in China (Anyu Liu and Haiyan Song, 2021); Package graphic design and communication across cultures: An investigation of Chinese consumers' interpretation of imported alcohol and spirit labels (Franck Celhay, Peiyao Cheng, Josselin Masson and Wenhua Li, 2020); Consumer Responses to Price Shocks of Wine Imports in Korea (Chul Chung, Min-chirl Chung and Bonggeun Kim, 2020); Verification of imported red wine origin into China using multi isotope and elemental analyses (Hao Wu, Ling Tian, Bo Chen, Baohui Jin, Bin Tian, Liqi Xie, Karyne M.Rogers and Guanghui Lin, 2019); Discrimination of wine from grape cultivated in Japan, imported alcohol and spirit, and others by multi-elemental analysis (Hideaki Shimizu, Fumikazu Akamatsu, Aya Kamada, Kazuya Koyama, Masaki Okuda, Hisashi Fukuda, Kazuhiro Iwashita, Nami Goto-Yamamoto, 2018); A systematic narrative review of the effects of alcohol supply reduction policies on children and adolescents (Ryan Baldwin, Peter G.Miller, Kerri Coomber, Brittany Patafio, Debbie Scott, 2022); Measuring trade creation effects of free trade agreements: Evidence from wine trade in East Asia  (Kimie Harada and Shuhei Nishitateno, 2021); Regulation and purchase diversity: Empirical evidence from the U.S. alcohol market (Shuay-TsyrHo, Bradley J.Rickard, 2021); Government Options to Reduce the Impact of Alcohol on Human Health: Obstacles to Effective Policy Implementation (Tim Stockwell, Norman Giesbrecht, Kate Vallance and Ashley Wettlaufer, 2021); How the country-of-origin impacts wine traders’ mental representation about wines: A study in a world wine trade fair  (Heber Rodrigues, Julien Rolaz. Ernesto Franco-Luesma, María-Pilar Sáenz-Navajas, Jorge Behrens, Dominique Valentin, Nicolas Depetris-Chauvin, 2020); The benefits of country-specific non-tariff measures in world wine trade (Fabio Gaetano-Santeramo, Emilia Lamonaca, Gianluca Nardone, Antonio Seccia, 2019). How to increase sustainability in the Finnish wine supply chain? Insights from a country of origin based greenhouse gas emissions analysis” (Helena J.Ponstein, Stefano Ghinoi, Bodo Steine, 2019); The European wine export cycle (Sofia Gouveia, Patrícia Martins, 2019); Assessing environments of commercialization of innovation for SMEs in the global wine industry: A market dynamics approach (Agostino Menna, Philip R.Walsh, 2019); Recent trends in the international wine market and arising research questions (Eugenio Pomarici, 2016). 
1.1.2. Domestic research projects
[bookmark: _Toc101421590]In Vietnam, issues related to trading and production of alcoholic beverages production in Vietnam have been raised quite early. In response to social problems related to alcohol, domestic researchers have published research studies related to state management of trading and production of alcoholic beverages and state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business, namely: Văn hóa rượu (Spirit Culture), (Nguyễn Lân Dũng, Nguyễn Đức Kiết, Thái Lương, 2002);  Độc quyền rượu and chế độ thuộc địa của Pháp ở Đông dương (Alcohol monopoly and French colonialism in Indochina), (Gerard Sasges - Châu Huy Ngọc - Translation, 2022); Tiêu dùng rượu bia ở Việt Nam, một số kết quả điều tra (Alcohol consumption in Vietnam, some survey results), (Lưu Bích Ngọc, Nguyễn Thị Thiềng, 2018); Tổng quan phương pháp nghiên cứu ước tính tổn thất kinh tế do suy giảm năng suất lao động do bệnh tật không tử vong liên quan đến sử dụng rượu bia trên thế giới (Overview of research methods for estimating economic losses due to reduced labor productivity due to non-fatal diseases related to alcohol use in the world), (Hoàng Thị Mỹ Hạnh, Vũ Thị Minh Hạnh, Vũ Thị Mai Anh, 2020); Effective policies in prevention and control of harmful effects of alcohol, (Dinh Cong Luan and Nguyen Hanh Nguyen, 2017); The reality of abuse of alcoholis beverages and the need to promulgate the Law on Prevention and Control of Harmful Effects of Alcoholic beverages (Vu Van Huan, 2016); Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) and Vietnam's beverage industry, (Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 2019); Overview of the system of tax policies for the alcoholic beverage production industry and recommendations, (Central Institute for Economic Management, 2020); State management of environmental protection tax in Vietnam, (Pham Bach Khoa, 2021); State management of foreign workers from the perspective of the relaity of industrial zones the Northern Central Region of Vietnam, (Tran Thi Bich Nga, 2021); Some solutions to improve state management capacity for the development of high-performance sports in Vietnam in the integration process (Nguyen Thi Phuong Loan, 2018); Improving the capacity for state management of customs from with the application of information technology, (Nguyen Manh Tung, 2017);…
[bookmark: _Toc101421592][bookmark: _Toc132122517]1.2. Evaluation of the research situation
[bookmark: _Toc132122518]1.2.1. Issues that can be inherited and futher developed in the thesis
[bookmark: _Toc132122519][bookmark: _Toc101421594]Issues that can be inherited and futher developed in the thesis: Theoretically, the thesis inherits some concepts that have been analyzed in other research works such as: concept of imported alcohol and spirit, concept of imported alcohol and spirit trading business, concept of state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business;…. In practical terms, the thesis can inherit some results of survey and assessment of the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business; Regarding solutions and recommendations, the thesis will consider inheriting some recommendations to improve the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam.
1.2.2. Research gap
[bookmark: _Toc101421597][bookmark: _Toc132122520]The research gaps of the thesis for the issue of state management of alcohol business in Vietnam are: in theoretical term, the thesis analyses and clarifies a number of related concepts, most importantly, the concept of "state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business", identifies the content and factors affecting the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business; In practical term, the theis assesses the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam over the past year, identifies the causes of limitations and inadequacies; Regarding solutions, recommendations, the thesis sets out giving goals, views and orientations on improvement of the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam, at the same time, proposes some solutions to improve the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam. The research results are feasible and highly synchronous solutions.


CHAPTER 2:
THEORETICAL BASIS AND INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE ON STATE MANAGEMENT OF IMPORTED ALCOHOL AND SPIRIT TRADING BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Toc132122522]2.1. Theoretical issues on state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business
[bookmark: _Toc132122523]2.1.1. General theory of state management
[bookmark: _Toc101421600]- The concept of state management:
State management mentioned in this thesis is the concept of state management in a broader sense; State management includes all activities ranging from the promulgation of legal documents, legal normative documents to direct guidance on the activities of those subject to the management of the state authorities and performance of necessary judicial procedures to deal with those subject to the statemanagement.
[bookmark: _Toc132122524]2.1.2. Theory of imported alcohol and spirit trading business
In the thesis, some concepts are defined as follows: spirit is a food-grade alcoholic beverage; Imported alcohol and spirit means alcoholic beverages of foreign origin that are imported into Vietnam for domestic circulation; Imported alcohol and spirit trading business is the trading of alcoholic beverages of foreign origin that are imported into Vietnam for domestic circulation profit-making purpose.
[bookmark: _Toc132122525]2.1.3. Concept, characteristics and role of state management for imported alcohol and spirit trading business
- Concept: State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business is the entire operation of the state apparatus in order to regulate relationships arising in the course of commercial activities of entities trading in food-grade alcoholic beverages of foreign origin in the market. 
- Characteristics: (1) State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business is an activity to exercise the  state power; (2) State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business is an activity conducted by a body having the executive power; (3) State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business is organized uniformly and systematically; (4) State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business is of the supervisory and executive nature; (5) State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business is a continuous activity.
- Role: (1) Directing the behavior of entities involved in the imported alcohol and spirit trading business imported alcohol and spirit according to predetermined purposes and objectives of the State. (2) Adjusting inappropriate behaviors, creating a legal framework for imported alcohol and spirit trading activities according to objectives of the State (3) Minimizing the inadequacies of the imported alcohol and spirit market, minimizing the risk for these market participants.
[bookmark: _Toc132122526][bookmark: _Toc101421608][bookmark: _Toc101421609]2.2. Contents of state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business
[bookmark: _Toc132122527]State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business has the following basic contents: (1) Formulate and promulgate legal documents on the management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business; (2) Organize and manage imported alcohol and spirit trading activities; (3) Conduct inspection and examination of imported alcohol and spirit trading business
[bookmark: _Toc132122530]2.3. Factors affecting and evaluation criteria state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam
[bookmark: _Toc132122531]2.3.1. Factors affecting the state management of imported alcohol business
[bookmark: _Toc132122532][bookmark: _Toc132122536]The state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business imported alcohol and spiritis influenced by the following main factors: (1) guiding views of the Communist Party on the management of alcohol and spirit trading business; (2) State policies and laws on alcohol and spirit trading business; (3) resources of state management for imported alcohol business; (4) Spirit culture and traditions of the Vietnamese people.
2.3.2. Evaluation criteria state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business
State management of imported wine business is assessed through the following main criteria: (1) The perfection of the legal system creates a legal framework for state management activities for imported wine business; (2) The scientific and practical nature of the state management system and organization for imported wine business. That is the rationality in the mechanism of assignment and coordination between the state management agencies on the import alcohol business; (3) Results of implementation of state management of imported alcohol business by competent authorities.
[bookmark: _Toc101421620][bookmark: _Toc132122537]2.4. International experience on state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business and some lessons for Vietnam
The thesis has studied the experience on state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business of the following countries: The United States, the United Kingdom, China, Japan, Korea, and Thailand. From there, lessons learned in the state management of alcoholic beverage business in Vietnam are as follows: Lessons on establishing a state management organization specialized in imported alcohol and spirit; Lessons on developing a policy to strictly manage imported alcohol and spirit traders, adopting stricter conditions to be licensed to import spirit; Lessons on building a policy on imposing high tax on imported alcohol and spirit; Lessons on testing, quarantine, origin control and other controlling and inspecting activities are strictly implemented for imported alcohol and spirit; Lessons how to limit, ban the marketing of imported alcohol and spirit; Lessons on developing and enforcing regulations to reduce the availability of imported alcohol and spirit; Lessons on strengthening information and communication policies on the harmful effects of alcoholic beverages; Lessons on imposing sanctions to handle violations.
[bookmark: _Toc101421629][bookmark: _Toc132122540]CHAPTER 3:
THE CURRENT STATUS OF STATE MANAGEMENT OF IMPORTED ALCOHOL AND SPIRIT TRADING BUSINESS IN VIETNAM
[bookmark: _Toc132122542]3.1. Overview of the alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam
[bookmark: _Toc132122543][bookmark: _Toc101421632]3.1.1. Situation of alcohol and spirit productionalcohol and spirit production in Vietnam
[bookmark: _Toc132122544][bookmark: _Toc101421633]In recent years, production of alcoholic beverages in general, and alcohol and spirit production in particular in Vietnam has developed rapidly with an increasing output over the years. Total alcohol and spirit production in the period 2013-2021 of Vietnam is more than 3,000 million liters, including 648 million liters of industrial alcohol 2,362 million liters produced by industrial and manual production lines respectively. Alcohol and spirit production in 2021 is more than 2 times higher than 2013. Alcohol and spirit production has increased relatively evenly over the years both in terms of total output as well as industrial and handcrafted production. In the period 2013-2021, the total volume of alcohol and spirit produced has an average growth rate of 10.1%/year; the average growth rate of industrial alcohol and spirit production is nearly 10.4%/year, handcrafted alcohol and spirit is nearly 9.1%/year.
3.1.2. The situation of alcohol and spirit consumption in Vietnam
In the period 2010-2017, Vietnam is the country with the highest growth rate of alcohol and spirit consumption in the world, nearly 90% since 2010, about 2.5 times higher than the consumption rate of India (37, 2 %). In 2017, the average Vietnamese person consumes nearly 9 liters of alcoholic beverages, this figure in India is 5.9 liters; Japan is 7.9 liters ...
In a report published in 2018, the World Health Organization (WHO) also assessed and evaluated the consumption of alcohol and spirit of Vietnamese people as a high level compared to other countries in the region. It is estimated that on average, each Vietnamese over 15 years old consumes 8.3 liters of pure alcohol in a year, more than Chinese and 4 times more than Singaporeans.
[bookmark: _Toc101421635]According to the results of the national survey on alcohol consumption in Vietnam, nearly 60% of the total surveyed people said that they are currently using alcohol, in which the corresponding rate among men and women is 86, 8% and 31.6%. Among people using alcohol, 80% use handcrafted alcohol (85.6% in men and 51.5% in women). The rate of beer drinkers accounted for 68.9% (men 67.3%, women 76.4%). The percentage of people who drink alcohol and spirits illegally imported, fake alcohol accounts for only a small percentage (1.5-2.5% of the total number of people who use alcohol and spirit in the survey year). (Luu Bich Ngoc, Nguyen Thi Thieng, 2018). 
[bookmark: _Toc132122545][bookmark: _Toc101421636]3.1.3. The current status of imported alcohol and spirit of Vietnam
- The quantity of imported alcohol and spirit:
The total amount of alcohol and spirit imported into Vietnam in the period 2013-2021 reached 176.1 million liters, an average of 19.6 million liters per year. The rate of increase in the amount of alcohol and spirit imported into Vietnam in the period 2013-2021 averages 5.4% per year. Due to the influence of a number of factors, the alcohol and spirit business in Vietnam will be slowed down in the years 2020 and 2021. However, with the recent increase in alcohol and spirit consumption, Vietnam's market share has increased. for foreign alcohol and spirit is still very large.
- The market for importing alcohol and spirit into Vietnam:
Alcohol and spirit imported into Vietnam has diverse and rich origins, originating from many countries and regions around the world, including France, Great Britain, Russia, Lithuania, Ukraine, Belarus, Spain, and Ireland. , Italy, Germany, Portugal, Korea, China, Japan, Thailand, Malaysia, USA, Argentina, Chile, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa...
European countries, including France, the UK, Russia, Lithuania, Ukraine, Belarus, Spain, Ireland, Italy, Germany, and Portugal, are the biggest exporters of alcohol and spirit to Vietnam, accounting for 67% of the total volume of imported alcohol and spirit of Vietnam. Alcohol and spirit imported into Vietnam from other continents such as Asia, including Korea, China, Japan, Thailand, Malaysia, accounts for 15%; from the Americas, including the US, Argentina, and Chile, accounting for 13%; from Australia, including Australia, New Zealand accounted for 4%; from Africa, mainly from South Africa is about 1%.
3.2. State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam
3.2.1. Actual status of organization of state management apparatus for alcohol and spirit tradingbusiness in Vietnam
To perform the function of state management of alcohol and spirit business in general and imported alcohol and spirit trading business in particular, Vietnam has built a system of agencies from central to local level. At the central level, the Government performs the unified management and while the four ministries including: Ministry of Health, Ministry of Industry and Trade, Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry of Finance perform the state management according to their assigned functions. At the provincial/city level, the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business are performed by the following agencies: Department of Industry and Trade, Department of Market Management, Department of Taxation, Department of Customs, Sub-Department of Food Safety and Hygiene. District level: Economic Department/Infrastructure and Economic Department, Tax Department, Health Department, Market Surveillance Division.
3.2.2. Current status of policies and laws on state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam
- Current status of policies and laws on trader management
According to the current law, in order to trade in imported alcohol and spirit, a trader must obtain an alcohol and spirit business license, which includes either a “alcohol and spirit Distribution License” or a “alcohol and spirit Wholesale License” or a “alcohol and spirit Retail License”. or “License to sell alcohol and spirit for direct consumption”. On the basis of the license granted, traders are allowed to import alcohol and spirit. The law also stipulates that alcohol and spirit distributors, alcohol and spirit wholesalers, alcohol and spirit retailers, and alcohol and spirit retailers for on-site consumption are licensed within the provinces and centrally-run cities.
-  Current status of tax policies and laws
According to the provisions of Vietnamese law, imported alcohol and spirit will be subject to the following three types of taxes: import tax, excise tax and value added tax.
+ Import tax
Import tax on alcohol and spirit in Vietnam shall comply with the Law on Import and Export Tax dated April 6, 2016; Decree No. 134/2016/ND-CP dated September 1, 2016 of the Government detailing a number of articles and measures to implement the Law on Import and Export Tax; Amended and supplemented according to Decree No. 18/2021/ND-CP dated March 11, 2021 of the Government. According to Article 2 of the Law on Import Tax and Export Tax No. 107/2016/QH13, goods imported through Vietnam's border gates or borders are subject to import tax and the owner of imported goods will be the taxpayer. The agency responsible for collecting import tax is the General Department of Customs. The taxable value of alcohol and spirit imports is the customs value; the time to calculate import tax on alcohol and spirit is the time of registration of the customs declaration. Tax rates for each type of imported alcohol and spirit products are currently prescribed in Decree 57/2020/ND-CP dated May 25, 2020, amending and supplementing a number of articles of Decree No. 122/2016/ND-CP dated May 25, 2020 of the government on export tariff, preferential import tariff, list of goods and absolute tax rate, mixed tax, import tax outside the tariff quota and Decree No. 125/2017 /ND-CP dated November 16, 2017 amending and supplementing a number of articles of Decree No. 122/2016/ND-CP amending and supplementing a number of articles of Decree 122/2016/ND-CP on Tariffs Accordingly, the tax rate for each type of imported alcohol and spirit is different, the lowest is 40% and the highest is 55%.
+ Special consumption tax
Current ly in Vietnam, the Law on Special Consumption Tax stipulates the imposition of this tax on 17 types of goods and services, including alcohol and spirit in general. Currently, the excise tax rate for alcohol and spirit is divided into 2 categories based on the alcoholic content of the alcohol and spirit products, including: tax rate 65% for alcohol and spirit with alcohol volume higher than 20% and 35% for alcohol and spirit with alcohol volume less than 20%. The tax rates for 2 types of alcohol and spirit also increase gradually over the years, from 25% and 45% (2010) to 35% and 65% (2018) respectively for alcohol and spirit products with alcoholic content lower than 20% and higher than 20%. (Central Institute for Economic Management, 2020).
The calculation of excise tax imposed on alcoholic and spirit in Vietnam is purely a relative tax rate which is calculated based on product values or product selling prices.
+ Value added tax
According to the provisions of Vietnamese laws, alcohol and spirit imported for commercial purposes in Vietnam is subject to value-added tax. In particular, the value-added tax rate for alcohol and spirit imported for commercial purposes is 10%. The base price used for calculation of value-added tax for alcohol and spirit imported for commercial purpose is the import price at the border gate plus (+) the import tax, plus (+) the special consumption tax. Import prices at border gates are determined according to regulations on taxable prices of imported goods. In addition, the tax deduction method applies to business establishments that fully comply with the accounting and book keeping regimes as regulated by the law on accounting, and book keeping.
- Policies and laws on management of imported alcohol and spirit products
To manage imported alcohol and spirit, the State has issued legal documents on state management of imported alcohol and spirit. These are the following regulations: stamping imported alcohol and spirit; Regulations on labeling of imported alcohol and spirit; Regulations on quality and food safety for imported alcohol and spirit: Regulations on alcohol and spirit wholesale and retail locations; Regulations on advertising and marketing; Regulations on conditions for selling imported alcohol and spirit in the form of e-commerce; Regulations on planning for alcohol and spirit distribution.
3.2.3. Actual status of the implementation of policies and laws on state management of imported alcohol and spirit in Vietnam
The thesis analyzes and conducts a specific assessment of the actual implementation of policies and laws on imported alcohol and spirit trading according to each specific area of state management of alcohol and spirit business, nanmely: current status of planningactivities; current status of Licensing; current status of advocacy and dissemination of policies and laws on imported alcohol and spirit trading business.
3.2.4. Actual status of inspection, examination and handling of violations in import alcohol and spirit trading activities
The Vietnam Directorate of Market Surveillance is the body responsible for organizing the regular inspection and examination of alcohol and spirit trading establishments; handling administrative violations in alcohol and spirit business activities in accordance with law. In addition, every year, the Ministry of Industry and Trade also establishes teams to inspect alcohol and spirit trading activities of traders who are licensed to distribute alcohol and spirit.
Market Surveillance forceshas fought against acts of trading in fake alcohol and spirit products, poor quality alcohol and spirit, smuggled alcohol and spirit, etc. In 2021, reports of the Market Surveillance forces of provinces and centrally-run cities the market surveillance forces nationwide inspected 7,728 cases, handled 4,455 cases of food safety violations, sanctioned violators with a total fine more than 19.6 billion dong for their administrative violations, with the value of exhibits seized is more than 21.5 billion VND. In which, 58 alcohol and spirit cases have been handled; 7,268 bottles and 491 liters of alcohol and spirit of all kinds with a value of over 1.1 billion VND were confiscated. Administrative violations sanctioned by themarket surveillance forces are mainly violations of goods labels, trading in alcohol and spirit without a license, trading in imported of alcohol and spirit without invoices and vouchers, importing stamps as regulated.
3.3. General assessment of the state management status of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam
3.3.1. Achievements
[bookmark: _GoBack]Firstly, the organizational structure of state management apparatus for alcohol and spirit trading business has basically been further consolidated and improved; Functions and tasks of each agency are clearly defined by law, with specific assignment and well-defined decentralization from central to local levels.
Secondly, the system of legal documents governing alcohol and spirit business in general and imported alcohol and spirit trading business in particular is comprehensive and inclusive, gradually meeting the requirements of state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in the context of the globalization and international integration, while helping limit the harmful effects of alcohol and spirit on people's health.
Thirdly, the implementation of policies and laws on state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business by the authorities over the past years has achieved encouraging results.
Fourthly, the inspection, examination and handling of violations of the law on imported alcohol and spirit trading by state management agencies are strengthened and promoted.
3.3.2. Inadequacies, limitations and causes
- Inadequacies and limitations: (1) The system of state agencies responsible for state management of alcohol and spirit business in general has not been fully developed and consolidated; (2) The system of regulations on import and export of alcohol and spirit is incomplete, inconsistent, unfeasible and contradicting; (3) In practice, there are many shortcomings and inefficiencies in the management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business; (4) the inspection and examination of imported alcohol and spirit trading business is still passive, violations have not been effectively and strictly sanctioned.
3.3.2.2. Causes
First, the legal basis for state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam has not been completed.
Second, the capacity of those responsible for drafting and appraising legal documents governing alcohol and spirit business in general and management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in particular is still limited.
Third, leaders and state management agencies are not fully aware of the importance of state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business resulting in a lack of determined action and supervision, guidance.
Fourth, policies and laws are enforced by competent authorities, officials and civil servants in inconsistent and unfair manner.
Fifth, investment in the management of alcohol and spirit production and business in general is in sufficient to meet the requirements of the management function.
Sixth, the force responsible for alcohol and spirit business in general is insufficient in number and limited in professional expertise.
Seventh, there is a lack of due attention to the legal dissemination. There are cases where, officers and civl servants responsible for law enforcement are not aware that new legal documents are promulgated and to be enforced; In many localities, it happens that new legal documents are not ‘officially” enforced because the enforcers are waiting for further guidance, instructions from the superiors.
Eighth, international economic integration, expansion of commodity trade has led to an increase in the amount of imported alcohol and spirit while the capacity of the state management agency is too weak to keep up with the required level.
CHAPTER 4:
SOLUTIONS TO IMPROVE STATE MANAGEMENT OF IMPORTED ALCOHOL AND SPIRIT TRADING BUSINESS IN VIETNAM
4.1. Objectives and viewpoints on improving the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam.
4.1.1. General objectives of state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam
State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business is aimed at the following objectives:
- First, to raise people's awareness about the harmful effects of alcohol and spirit, including imported alcohol and spirit, contributing to the prevention and reduction of harmful effects of alcohol and spirit on people's health, thereby contributing to the protection and improvement of people's health.
- Second, to prevent and reduce the rate of people using alcohol and spirit at harmful volumes, reduce the rate of children using alcohol and spirit through regulations on business conditions for distribution of imported alcohol and spirit.
- Third, to limit the access to and availability of alcohol and spirit products, gradually reduce the quantity of imported alcohol and spirit, improve the efficiency of imported alcohol and spirit management to meet the requirements of the Law on Prevention and Control of harmful effects of alcoholic beverages 2019.
- Fourth, to contribute to the realization of the goal of sustainable development, socio-economic development, adopt international practices on prevention and reduction of harmful effects of alcohol and spirit on development and international integration.
4.1.2. Perspectives on improving state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam
- Improving the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business is a necessary and urgent task because imported alcohol and spirit is a specific commodity that can affect the health of users.
- The improvement of state management of the imported alcohol and spirit trading business must be carried out in a synchronous and systematic manner.
- Completing state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business is to improve efficiency, effectiveness and realize the management objectives. This requires close inter-sectoral coordination, in which state management responsibilities in this area play a key role.
4.2. Orientations on perfecting the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam 
- The state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business must be further improved in a manner to make it to be in line with international law in the trend of intensive integration with the global economy.
- State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business needs to be completed based on the viewpoints, guidelines and policies of the Party and State on the development of a socialist-oriented market economy.
- State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business must be inherited on the basis of summarizing and assessing the reality of state management in this field.
- State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business must be completed in the direction of raising the responsibility of all levels, branches, organizations and individuals in the management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business.
- State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading must be conducted on the basis of prioritizing the protection of each citizen's health.
4.3. Some solutions to improve state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam.
4.3.1. Development of a complete system of  policies and laws on state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business
In order to improve the law on import alcohol and spirit business management, the thesis proposes the following solutions: (1) Reviewing existing laws related to imported alcohol and spirit trading business; (2) Completing policies and laws on traders trading in imported alcohol and spirit; (3) Completing tax policies and laws on imported alcohol and spirit; (4) Completing policies and laws on conditions for trading in imported alcohol and spirit; (5) Completing policies and laws on product quality assurance and food safety for imported alcohol and spirit; (6) Completing regulations on advertising and promotion for imported alcohol and spirit.
4.3.2. Consolidation and improvement of the capacity of the imported alcohol and spirit trading business management apparatus
Measures to improve the capacity of the state management apparatus on imported alcohol and spirit trading business include: (1) Focusing on strengthening the Market Suveillance Departments and the Sub-Departments of Food Safety and Hygiene in the localities. ; (2) Establish a specialized inspection taskforce of the market surveillance force; (3) Consolidating state inspection agencies on alcohol and spirit business, establishing a liaison system between state inspection agencies.
4.3.3. Improvement of the capacity of the staff in charge of managing the imported alcohol and spirit trading business
It is necessary to improve the capacity of the contingent of cadres and civil servants performing the state management of alcohol and spirit business in general, specifically: (1) Increasing the payroll of the specialized forces of all levels, capable of managing and governing the alcohol and spirit business activities on a national scale: (2) Improving the qualifications for the contingent of cadres and civil servants responsible for the management of alcohol and spirit business in the market; (3) Investing in upgrading physical facilities, technical equipment, working conditions and improving the remuneration regime for officials and civil servants engaged in state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business.
4.3.4. Strengthening of the capacity of the product quality control system for imported alcohol and spirit
Solutions to strengthen the capacity of the product quality testing system for imported alcohol and spirit include: (1) Increasing the proportion of laboratories meeting international standards; (2) Continuing to invest in lab infrastructure and equipment; (3) Increasing investment in equipment for all the levels, step by step modernizing equipment for testing the quality and safety of imported  alcohol and spirit; (4) Developing models of investment in joint ventures, cooperation and technology transfer; (5) Enhancing information sharing among laboratories
4.3.5. Strenghening of education, advocacy and dissemination of knowledge and laws on imported alcohol and spirit business
Solutions to promote education, advocacy and dissemination of knowledge and laws on imported alcohol and spirit trading business include: (1) Implement various forms of communication; (2) Allocate and arrange resources for outreach, dissemination and communication activities. (3) Introduce new contents, improve the effectiveness of forms and methods of communication and education; (4) Strengthen linkages, integrate the contents into other development programs. (5) Promote the socialization of education and communication; (6) Build a monthly advocacy program broadcast on the broadcasting system; (7) Organize training and refresher courses on knowledge and regulations of the law on imported alcohol and spirit trading business for local managers.
4.3.6. Solutions for inspection, control and handling of violations in the import alcohol and spirit business
Some solutions for inspection and control are: (1) Strengthen inspection and control of imported alcohol and spirit trading behavior at business establishments; (2) Strengthen inspection, supervision and adopt strict management of promotional activities for imported alcohol and spirit, strictly prohibit promotion of imported alcohol and spirit for persons under 18 years of age.
CONCLUSION
Improving the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading is to perfect and stabilize the imported alcohol and spirit trading business market, to realize the goal of limiting the harmful effects of alcohol and spirit on people's health, sustainable socio-economic development. Contributing to those goals, the doctoral thesis with the topic "State management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam" has achieved the following results: First, synthesizes and analyzes some basic theoretical issues on state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business; Second, the thesis has studied the experience of some countries in the world on state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business and drawn lessons that can be applied to Vietnam; Third the thesis has summarized the successes and limitations in the state management of the alcohol and spirit business and identified the main causes of the limitations and inadequacies; Fourth, some solutions have been proposed to improve the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business in Vietnam in the future.
The question of how to improve the state management of imported alcohol and spirit trading business is a relatively difficult and complicated. To answer this question requires the author to have a highly generative and synthetic thinking on the basis of an appropriate approach. Having tried the best, the PhD candidate has tried to achieve the set research objectives. However, due to limited research capacity, limited access to research resources, limited knowledge and practical experience, the thesis will inevitably have certain limitations. The PhD candidate wishes to receive suggestions from teachers, scientists, and experts to further improve the thesis.
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