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New contributions of the thesis:
1. In theory
Systemizing, adding to the body of knowledge and providing analysis and clarification on the newly-developed concept of “restructuring trade (import/expot)” of a country with its partner, including the bases and contents of trade restructuring, the criteria for assessing the rationale in the import-export structure, the subjects and the role of and the factors affecting import-export restructuring.
2. In practice
- Lessons from the experiences of China & Thailand in restructuring their trade with ASEAN.
- Making objective and precise assessments on the main features, practical situation of the structure and the restructuring of Viet Nam’s trade with ASEAN; Identifying successful results and limitations and causes thereof in the restructuring process.
- Identifying and clarifying the need for and factors that need to be taken into accounts when restructuring Viet Nam’s trade with ASEAN. Analysis on the new context and developments affecting the restructuring of Viet Nam’s trade with ASEAN.
- Developing a system of perspectives, orientations and proposing solutions for restructuring Viet Nam’s trade with ASEAN, implemented by state management agencies, business associations and enterprises. The group of solutions related to market development, implemented by state agencies include: (i) Developing trade policies suitable to the ASEAN market; (ii) Developing an import-export orientation suitable to the ASEAN market, in which the objectives of restructuring import and export are integrated; (iii) Improving the efficiency of exploitation of the ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement and related agreements; (iv) Strengthening the monitor of and effectively responding to trade barriers; (v) Increasing state budget funding for and improving the quality of trade promotion schemes; (vi) Strengthening the provision of information and guidance on market access. The group of solutions related to the production stage, implemented by state agencies include: (i) Attracting foreign investment, encouraging multinational corporations to set up regional manufacturing hubs in Viet Nam; (ii) Developing supportive industries ; (iii) Building comparative advantages for Viet Nam’s products, especially in import-substitution industries, new trending manufacturing industries; (iv) Encouraging and supporting investment and implementation of infrastructure projects in CLM countries, thereby promoting export of inputs for those infrastructure projects. Other solutions are also suggested for business associations and enterprises.
- The research results of the thesis will be an important and valuable source of reference information serving the state management of import-export and developing the ASEAN market, as well as serving business associations and enterprises in building their strategy for doing business with the ASEAN market in the coming period. The information, data, analysis and assessments in the thesis are useful and reliable information that can be used as a reference for research and teaching.
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